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The work of internationally-reknowned 

choreographer Shen Wei breaks boundaries 

between both Eastern and Western and visual 

and performing arts. 

 

Even if you don’t recognize his name, you’re 

familiar with his work: Shen Wei made his most 

internationally publicized artistic contribution as 

lead choreographer for the unforgettable three-

hour opening ceremony of the 2008 Beijing 

Olympics. It was the biggest television event in 

the U.S. in 2008 (surpassing even the 2008 

Academy Awards and that year’s finale of 

American Idol), claiming an estimated viewing 

audience of four billion.  

 

Born in Hunan, China, Shen Wei has proven 

himself a master at both integrating visual arts 

with dance movement and mixing artistic 

traditions of the Eastern and Western worlds. “East and West are in constant dialogue with each 

other, producing something different than their respective parts,” Wei says. “It is not just 

movement … I also look at movement in context.” 

 

Wei made New York City his context this year, bringing his knowledge of traditional Chinese 

opera and western modern dance technique to a piece commissioned by the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art. In June, Shen Wei produced the the Met’s first site-specific work; his company, 

Shen Wei Dance Arts, captivated an intimate crowd with a new movement-based performance in 

the museum’s American Wing at the Charles Engelhard Court — a spacious venue that gives 

visitors the feeling of stepping out of a grand estate and into a marble courtyard dotted with 

statuary. 
 

As audiences arrived, an exuberant summer sunset cast rectangular shadows over dancers, who 

could easily be mistaken for statues — their bodies painted and draped to mimic the marble and 

bronze sculptures on display around them. In describing the piece, Shen Wei says he was 

experimenting with “juxtaposing the beauty of the body in stillness with the beauty of the body 

in motion, to create a visual dialogue with the gallery’s sculptures.” Plans are under way to 

create additional movement pieces at other art venues throughout the U.S. and around the world 

— each shaped in harmony with the space where they will unfold. 

 

http://metrosource.com.s123317.gridserver.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/LivingStatues1.jpg


In the meantime, Wei is serving as Artist-in-Residence at New York City’s Park Avenue 

Armory. This tenure will culminate in the creation of a new work and a re-staging of two 

masterworks, which will be presented as one program in the Armory’s Drill Hall from November 

29 to December 4. During intermissions, audiences can view a curated retrospective of Shen 

Wei’s paintings and a multimedia exhibit that will take the viewer through the dance company’s 

ongoing evolution. 

 

Wei plans to allow his work to move about — and enlighten — the globe. “When my work 

travels to the West, people think it is very Eastern, and when my work travels to the East, people 

think it is very Western,” he says. “For me, East vs. West is a false dichotomy — my work lies 

beyond these categories.” 

 
 
 


